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Before the modern era, cryptography focused on message confidentiality (i.e., encryption)â€”conversion of
messages from a comprehensible form into an incomprehensible one and back again at the other end,
rendering it unreadable by interceptors or eavesdroppers without secret knowledge (namely the key needed
for decryption of that message).

Cryptography - Wikipedia
Public-key cryptography, or asymmetric cryptography, is any cryptographic system that uses pairs of keys:
public keys which may be disseminated widely, and private keys which are known only to the owner.
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